PD Dr. Simone Broders WS 2025/26
simone.broders@fau.de

Course Syllabus PS/MS Troubling the Norm:

Gender, Genre, and Subversion in British Literature

09.45-11.15, Room U1.039

Cw

Date

Content and Reading

42

16 Oct

Preliminaries
Introduction: Why Talk About Gender?

43

23 Oct

How We Read Gender: Reflection and Practice (asynchronous, no class)

Extracts from: Coventry Patmore, The Angel in the House

Sarah Stickney Ellis, The Women of England, Their Social Duties, and Domestic Habits
(Extra Reading: Maureen Moran, Victorian Literature)

44

30 Oct

Setting Up the Norm: Victorian Gender Ideologies
Revisit Patmore and Ellis
Sandra M. Gilbert and Susan Gubar, The Madwoman in the Attic

45

06 Nov

Upsetting the Norm: Temptation and Aesthetic Transgression
Robert Browning, “My Last Duchess”

(Extra Reading: R.W. Connell, “The Social Organisation of Masculinity”, ch. 3 of
Masculinities)

46

13 Nov

Decadence and Dandyism
Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray (I), ch. 1.-9
(Extra Reading: Foucault, History of Sexuality)

47

20 Nov

Decadence and Dandyism
Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray (1), ch. 10 to end
Sedgwick, Epistemology of the Closet

48

27 Nov

Applied Critical-Method Week
Troubling Normative Reading Practices with Al

49

04 Dec

Modernist Androgyny and Queer Time:
Woolf, Orlando (1), ch. 1-3
Butler, Gender Trouble (Chapter 1)

50

11 Dec

Modernist Androgyny and Queer Time:
Woolf, Orlando (I1), ch. 4 to end
Halberstam, Introduction to Female Masculinities

51

18 Dec

Christmas Special §

Christmas Break 19 Dec 25 — 06 Jan 26

02

08 Jan

Feminist Revisions of Labour and Voice:

Churchill, Top Girls

03

15 Jan

Genre as Resistance: Rewriting Fairy Tales
Carter, “The Company of Wolves”

04

22 Jan

Genre as Resistance: Queer Detection
McDermid, “A Wife in a Million”, “The Writing on the Wall”, “The Consolation Blonde”

05

29 Jan

Reading Against the Norm: Contemporary Poetry
Duffy, “Anne Hathaway”, “Valentine”, Lochhead, “Mirror’s Song”

06

05 Feb

Roundup Discussion




